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Not E-Z for idiots
Here’s a way to improve gas mileage,
cut pollution, even get a discount,
and we won’t even get the govern-
ment involved. It’s called E-ZPass.
You see it every day at toll booths
when the morons without them back
up traffic, clog the middle lanes and
then cut off others who wait in the
cash lanes. Get one, and give the rest
of us a break.
 Richard Ferro

Fruits of our labor
The way to end welfare is for social
workers to go to all fruit stands and
supermarkets and tell the owners to
hire welfare recipients rather than il-
legals. Problem solved. Pass a law to
get rid of illegals and hire needy
Americans and save our city.
 Mike Viehl

Spray it ain’t so
Why do I see water fountains in kids’
playgrounds still spraying out fresh
water at 4 a.m. in locked parks? Let
me guess, the “recession” made it im-
possible for the mayor to put timers
or “OFF” knobs on them for eight
years? Is this part of the “greening”
trend our dishonest politicians keep
telling us about?
 Sean Sabelli

Guard your child
If I see another parent walking far
ahead of their child I’m going to
scream. Parents, please hold your
precious gift near to you at all times.
It only takes a second for a child to
be snatched up and taken from you.
The other day a little boy was walk-
ing halfway up a block alone while
his mother was at the corner already
yelling for the boy to “come on.” Our
children are our gifts from God,
please treat them that way.
 Lenore McKinney

Election by checkbook
I would like to propose a campaign fi-
nance law that says those seeking of-
fice must use only public campaign
funds so that millionaires and billion-
aires would not be able to buy them-
selves positions in government.

All candidates would be on equal
footing and would be forced to offer
cogent arguments to convince voters
they deserved the job.
 John Richman

Submit your letters by e-mail,with
“VOICE” in the
subject field, to:

BrooklynNews@nydailynews.com,
Fax letters to (212) 643-7831, or mail

them to
Voice of the People, Brooklyn News,
450 W. 33rd St., 3rd Floor, New

York, N.Y. 10001.
All communications must include a

signature, street address
and daytime phone number.

The Brooklyn News reserves the
right to edit submissions.

VOICE of the PEOPLE

There was some hope last week when an errant rac-
coon took up residence on the roof of City Hall that
there might be a change in official policy toward the
masked critters.

They are a long-established nuisance to household-
ers in Bay Ridge, Dyker Heights and some other neigh-
borhoods, while making occasional unwelcome ap-
pearances elsewhere in the borough.

Raids on the trash are usually the first sign of the
new neighbors, but making a mess is the least of
their unsuitability for urban living.

They carry diseases — such as raccoon round-
worm, leptospirosis and rabies — that can be trans-
mitted to pets and even humans. Six rabid raccoons
have been found in the city this year.

They look cute, but they are wild animals and
fierce enough to kill a cat or small dog if they feel
threatened. The city mostly takes a live-and-let-live
approach: If they aren’t sick or injured, you are on
your own as far as dealing with them is concerned.

Recently they have even invaded the concrete can-
yons of lower Manhattan. One stumbled into a SoHo
boutique last month. Then there was the one on the
roof of City Hall.

Those who thought the raccoon on City Hall’s roof
would spark a change or even discussion of munici-
pal policy toward raccoons were disappointed. When
the beast turned out to be healthy, animal control offi-
cials just let it go. In a Manhattan park.

W
hile working as a building
handyman, Guillermo Serna
was told to demolish a fourth-
floor bathroom and carry the
heavy construction debris

down the stairs.
Lugging heavy sinks and toilets down the

stairs, he developed a hernia. Serna’s em-
ployer did not provide paid sick leave and
he could not afford to take time
off to deal with his health prob-
lem. His condition grew more se-
rious.

Eventually, Serna was forced
to have an operation. Even
though his doctor told him to
stay home for a month to recu-
perate, Serna returned to work
after 15 days to avoid lost wag-
es and losing his job.

Serna, like hundreds of thou-
sands of workers in New York
City, had to choose between his
health and his job.

Throughout the city, only 5%
of restaurant workers have paid sick days.
As a result, they routinely report to work,
and handle our food, while sick because
they cannot afford to lose pay or even lose
their jobs.

Similarly, thousands of parents each
week are forced to send their children to
school, even when they are sick, and conta-
gious, because the parents do not have

even a single day of paid sick leave. The sta-
tus quo is a public health disaster.

This spring, during the swine flu out-
break, public health officials counseled
New Yorkers to stay home from work if
they had any symptoms of the H1N1 virus.
Unfortunately, hundreds of thousands of
New Yorkers simply could not stay home
without risking losing their jobs, or taking a

tough financial hit.
There is expected to be a resur-

gence of swine flu in the fall, just
as most children return to
school. Eventually, the pandemic
will pass. But the essential public
safety issue remains: People
who are sick or hurt, and who
cannot afford or are not allowed
to take unpaid leave, will contin-
ue to go to work sick and hurt.

Sick workers are less produc-
tive, more likely to have acci-
dents on the job, and spread dis-
ease. Injuries and illnesses that
could be taken care of early, at a

lower medical cost, grow into major health
crises.

Last week City Councilwoman Gail Brew-
er (D-Manhattan) introduced paid sick
leave legislation that would address these
basic issues of public safety and fairness to
working New Yorkers.

The bill would guarantee all workers a
minimum number of paid sick days to care

for themselves or an immediate family
member — nine days for workers at large
and medium businesses and five days for
workers at small businesses.

The legislation also makes sense for busi-
ness. Workers with the security of paid sick
leave are happier in their jobs; in turn, this
reduces turnover and recruitment and train-
ing costs.

S
an Francisco and Washington have
successfully implemented paid
sick leave laws. According to a
2009 study by the Urban Institute,
many employers in San Francisco

reported minimal business impacts of the
paid sick leave law. Several small business
owners here in New York City, such as Fred-
dy Castiblanco of Terrazza Café in Jackson
Heights, Queens, are leading the charge for
an earned paid sick leave law in New York
City.

The time has come for the city to pass an
earned paid sick leave law. Workers and
children should stay home when they are
sick. Public policy should help them do so
and protect the public health and well-be-
ing.

Andrew Friedman is a lawyer and the found-
ing co-director of Make the Road by Walk-
ing, a nonprofit immigrant rights advocacy
group.

E-MAIL your digital snaps to us at BrooklynNews@nydailynews. com with “Pictures to the Editor” in the subject
field. Make sure the files are at least 300 dpi resolution and no larger than 6-inches-by-4-inches. Tell us who is in
the picture and when it was taken, and include your telephone number.

Raccoons hazard to city

As part of City Council’s annual Jamaican Independence Day celebration, Council presents proclamation to
Michele Rodney (3rd from l.), dean of the School of Criminal Justice at Monroe College, last Wednesday.
Joining in presentation are (from l.) Council member Mathieu Eugene, Jamaican Consul General Geneive
Brown-Metzger, Rodney, Council members Leroy Comrie and Kendall Stewart, and Assemblyman Nick Perry.

We can’t afford NOT to give
employees some sick time

‘The
status

quo is a
public
health

disaster.’

BE OUR GUEST: ANDREW FRIEDMAN, lawyer
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 NFL Punt, Pass & Kick contest highlights no-cost 
event fi lled with rides, games and music.

BACK-TO-SCHOOL SUMMERFEST
FAMILY SPORTS

Thursday-Sunday
Aviator Sports Complex, Floyd Bennet Field

St. Francis College opens season by playing NJIT, 
Bucknell and St. Peter’s in two-day tournament.

TERRIER INVITATIONAL
WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL

Friday, 1 P.M., Saturday, 11 A.M.
St. Francis College, 180 Remsen St.

Top arm-wrestlers compete in 13 pro and amateur 
classes, battling for berth in November’s state fi nals.

NYAWA-KINGSBORO CHAMPIONSHIPS

ARM WRESTLING

Sunday, 12:30 P.M.
3250 Coney Island Ave., Brighton Beach

Blue Devils step up to the plate
BY IAN BEGLEY

T
HE YOUTH SERVICE League Blue Devils 
won the 16-and-under New York City Fed-
eration title last Wednesday at KeySpan 
Park, topping the Brooklyn Cadets, 5-0.

It was just the latest dominant win for 
the Blue Devils, who’ve played four straight AABC 
World Series and won two New York City federa-
tion titles. Following the victory, the team, which 
is made up of high school juniors, decided to move 
up to the next level of sandlot baseball.

Last week, the Blue Devils began playing full-
time in unlimited leagues meant for adults. The 
move helps the young squad gain experience 
while also fi lling a void left when many of Youth 
Service’s college-age players left for school last 
week.

“My college guys are gone,” Youth Service 
coach Rocky Medina said. “So these guys are 
fi lling their shoes for the playoffs.”

And doing so impressively. On Wednesday 

night, the Devils played the NYPD team in the Taft 
Pro League, which features former college and 
professional players. The Blue Devils more than 
held their own, losing, 7-6, to the NYPD team to 
fall to 1-1 in the league.

The Blue Devils, who had occasionally faced 
older competition before making last week’s 
transition, also won two games in the Parade 
Ground Open League playoffs, another league that 
includes former college players and pros. Medina 
said last week’s performance was impressive. 

“I see how they play against players in their 
mid-20s and upper-20s, and they’re handling their 
own,” said Medina, who has been with YSL teams 
for 20 years. “I’ve been around long enough to see 
some powerhouse teams, and I’ve categorized 
this team as a team of the future.” 

Medina believes this squad — which is well-
stocked with PSAL and CHSAA talent — can be 
one of the best teams in YSL history, which is high 
praise considering that the league has produced 

numerous pros, including Manny Ramirez, Sha-
won Dunston and Julio Lugo.

“We will have some possible pro prospects 
come from this team and defi nitely some colle-
giate student athletes that will go on to prominent 
schools,” Medina said.

This year’s squad is built around Norman 
Thomas shortstop Alberto Morales and center 
fielder Jose Rodriguez. That pair teams with 
Telecom catcher Jason Galeano, Clinton third 
baseman Harold Fich and Xaverian first base-
man Javoni Thomas to give the Devils a formi-
dable squad.

It’s a team that former coaches Ernie and 
Chris Cruz both say they miss. That duo, who 
coached the Devils the past four years but re-
cently stepped aside so Medina could take over, 
believes the squad has a bright future.

“I’m defi nitely going to miss these guys a lot,” 
Ernie Cruz said. “(That was) one of the best teams 
I’ve ever had.”

Island rivals 
vow to settle 
age-old score    
BY IAN BEGLEY

D
OUG BELL reached college soccer’s Final 
Four with Alabama A&M four straight 
seasons from 1978 to 1981. After that, 
he played briefl y with the Atlanta Chiefs 
of the North American Soccer League.

Bell will always remember those accomplish-
ments, but he says they pale in comparison to his 
days of playing high school soccer on the island 
of Jamaica.

Bell played for Kingston College, a high school 
in Jamaica’s capital city, helping the soccer team 
win a league title, a city championship and a na-
tional crown in 1975. Bell called the the accom-
plishment the “triple crown” and said that it’s the 
“equivalent of the Super Bowl.”

Without hesitation, he says that he considers 
that high school success to be his most presti-
gious accomplishment on the soccer pitch. 

“Because it was so important for the commu-
nity and the school,” said Bell, a 49-year-old who 
now lives in Queens. 

High school soccer in Jamaica is serious busi-
ness, much like high school football in Texas. For-
mer players recount stories of fans showing up by 
the thousands to watch the country’s high-stakes 
high school soccer match-ups. Every time a school 
took the pitch — at least, in the memories of some 
former players — the quest for bragging rights 
seemed to extend deep into the community.

Some of those players will renew the old rival-
ries — and revive their bygone glory — on Satur-
day during the All Manning vs. All Da Costa Cup 
All-Star Soccer Festival at Springfi eld Gardens HS 
in Queens.

In the country of Jamaica, the Manning Cup is 
awarded to the city team champion and the Da 
Costa Cup is awarded to the rural team champ. 

Saturday’s festivities feature an over-40 game 
(4:30 p.m.), a match for players under 40 (3 p.m.) 
and a battle between two local teams, Lions 
United FC and the Rosedale Eagles (1:30 p.m.).

“The whole rivalry, it’s just unbelievable,” said 
Aubrey Campbell, the founder of the tournament 
and a member of the Comets Club International, 
which sponsored the event. 

“Now these players play in the parks on Sat-
urday and Sunday, and the conversations are just 
riveting,” he added. “They argue about who was 
the best schoolboy, who was the best team, who 
was the best champion.

“This will go a long way toward settling some 
of those arguments.”

Clennon Clark, a 50-year-old from the Bronx 
who won the Da Costa Cup in 1976 with Vere 
Technical HS, is looking forward to seeing some 
old faces when he hits the pitch on Saturday. So 
is Freddie Butler, a 41-year-old from Brooklyn 
who played for Bunoon Technical HS and played 
in qualifying matches for the Jamaican National 
team in 1998, the fi rst year the team qualifi ed for 
the World Cup.

“It’s an all-star game for bragging rights, and 
it’s renewing a rivalry,” Butler said. “It should be 
very interesting.” 

SOCCER

Jason Galeano slides in safely during Youth Service League Blue Devils’ 5-0 win over Brooklyn Cadets at KeySpan Park on Wednesday. 
Galeano is one of several juniors on talented Blue Devils squad. Photo by Nicholas Fevelo
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